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- Pastor Jim & Laura Binder
Pastords Hear 3 As | write this, each day brings new allegations of abuse, harassment, and
- Pastor Brad & Carrie Binde misconduct. From Hollywood, to the corporate world, to the political arena,
A Note from Nicky Ubert people are stepping down, being fired, sued and arrested. | believe many (if
Holiday Schedule not most) of these allegations are real. Stories of terrorists running over inno-
e T— cent pedestrians, mass shootings, and suicide bombers seem to fill the head-
- Lift Night lines on a weekly basis. Ethnic cleansing and persecution are causing hun-
- Family Celebration dreds of thousands of families (people like us) around the world to flee their
Sunday homes with nothing more than what ¢fhe
- Passover Seder . . .
— ken world. A world |Isaiah describeg i
PHAICRASINES OUiEach nessé6. A world that Jesus said woullo
- Spring Care Groups .
Is there hope? Yes there is!
Worship Summit
CWLC Jesus also said in John 16 that we | ma
-Mustard Seed Homes good cheer, for | have overcome the w
Childrends Mi know Jesus Christ, to have His peace within, to let Him rise in our hearts,
-Kids Camp 2018 and allow His glory to shine in our lives! He Loves this broken world and
- Splashers Water Park Trip wants to rescue souls (people) out of darkness. | was once lost in the woods
:Er:risdtn?az Prg’g’;r;: hil at night. | was tracking a deer in a large wooded area and lost my bearings.
_Current Teaching Quarter Not a good feeling for a boy raised in the Bronx! After some minutes of anxi-
Quintends Finia ety and fear, | saw a distant yard light and got my bearings back. | knew
~By Luke Lundell 1| where that homestead was, and | was drawn to that light. People all around
Operation Christmas Child us are spiritually wandering in darkness. Many are filled with fear, uncer-
v ' .| taintyand anxiety. Inwardly, they are looking for a light. Jesus is the light
- Breakfast, Bible Study, Win that they need to see, and we who have received Him, are the ones that He
ter Conference has called to reflect His light.
Womends Mini s 16-
-2017 & upcoming |l As we approach the new year, Becky n
and Shiningd together as a church n

Youth Ministry Events 18- .
S el e e | support and feel extremely blessed to serve together with you at CFC. May

TrueBridge Youth Retreat, this Christmas and coming New Year be filled with much joy and many
Youth Night Schedule blessings for you and your family!



Past or &-fastdredJimmi& Laura Binder

| love the part of the Christmas story where the angels appear to the shepherds and declare the coming of

the Christ child and then they top it all off wi
will to mendé. (Luke 2:14) I magine the shepherds
that day. They were considered expendable peopl e

with other people and they coul dndt even testify
ered of any value. That always amazed me since everyone knew that the greatest human king Israel ever
had himself once been a shepherd. But that was the culture of that day, people looking down on one an-
other for whatever reason. Not only that but they were being ruled by a corrupt government, taxes and
crime were up, unemployment was high, war were always looming and religion was more and more

oout of toucho in the common mandés mind. Does th
people were asking why God (i f He even existed)

HE DID!

God sent His angels to proclaim the birth of His Son and when
they showed up, the shepherds were terrified. | can imagine thg

may have thought, ONow what? w s
tired old world take?06 I nste of
the highest and on earth, pe ar d

Peace? Good will? What is that? WHERE is it? Is this some kind
of sick joke? Is God lying to us? In my somewhat warped imagination, | can picture these questions run-
ning through the shepherds minds.

I also think these same questions run through pe
sage.

Where is the peace and good will today? This was promised centuries ago and all we see in human histo-
ry since then is wars and carnage. Surely God exaggerated this stuff.

If you know Jesus as your personal savior you know that the peace spoken of those many years ago is

not a political peace. True peace is not the absence of conflict on the earth but the absence of sin in the
heart. True peace is not ON the earth but IN the hearts of believers. It is peace with the Father when all
our sins have been washed away by the blood of J
thing! I'tés true and glory to God for it! And ju
ported what they had witnessed, we too can share with others what WE have seen happen in our own
hearts. Many may doubt us as Gods messengers, just like many doubted the shepherds but Peace WILL
be on earth as long as Gods people are here with the peace and good will of God IN our hearts.

Laura and | would like to wish you all a very Merry Christmas and we pray that peace, the true peace
that only believers can know and experience will reign in your hearts in this season! And all year long!
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Past or &-FfastdraBead & Carrie Binder

With each year that goes by my stack of holiday memories grows, and so does my appreciation
for them. When | was kid, | had little to no desire to sit down and thumb through a few photo al-
bums. Now, | often swipe through the hundreds of pictures on my phone enjoying the memories of past
holidays. | have even noticed in some recent photos that | am slowing entering the metallic years of life:
a little silver in the hair, a little gold in the teeth and a little lead inthereal. al so candt hel
how different the holidays have become since | was a kid.

I have fond memories of Christmas with all my grandparentsl did not notice it as much then,
but | can see now how much my grandparents enjoyed the Christmas season with their children and
grandchildren. | can still see twenty plus grandkids and their parents crammed and spread throughout
the living room as my Grandpa Binder sat in his brown lazy boy with his reading glasses on reading the
story of [tisdiluhard forbme to befieve that we all sat quiet enough for us to hear him read
it out loud, but we did. | think it was because we all knew how important it was to Grandma Binder that
we listen, and no one wanted to disappoint Grandma.

Now that | think about it, | candt remember o
Grandma and Grandpa Binders.But, | do remember my family, my cousins, playing outside in the
snow and warming up afterwards, the smell of the house, laughing, listening to Grandpa read scripture,
Grandmads hugs, the chaos of o pldralyamdlesped begoacht s, a
words.

| am not so foolish to believe that everyone has all good memories of Christmas as | haBet,
the lesson is still the same for all of us, whether we have good or bad memoriége get a fresh crack at
Christmas each year.We have a chance to make it a Christentered season full of love and joy, or we
can make it about the holiday chaos that culture has become seemingly comfortable witiie can allow
the poor memories dictate how we make future onesMlaybe though, just maybe (probably certainly)
God wants to use you to be that little (or big) ray of Jesus that will instill a memory that will be a con-

stant reminder of what Christmas is really all about...Jesu&set | ost i n the oO0excee:q
Lord this season. Be intentional about making memories with family and friends because only God
knows how those memories will shape someoneds | i

Matthew 2:9-11

And behold, the star that they had seen when it rose went before them until it came to rest over
where the child was. When they saw the star, they rejoiced witlexceedingly great joy. And going into
the house they saw the child with Mary and fell down and worshiped Him.
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A Note from Nicky Ubert -Chi | drends Mi n

exchange, or something similar, where you can choose a gift from a
pile (or take someone el sebs) ?
Do you go for the biggest, the smallest, or the best wrapped? Do you
try to figure it out by analyzing the look of the package, the feel or the
noise it might make?

How many of us have participated in a White Elephant Christmas gi!\

0o0s e

This season | dve been thinking
give someone. Often |1 dm excitecl
exactly what | want to give them, other times the act of shopping can
be a chore or a burden for a variety of reasons. Although it can be wonderful to bless someone with a
physical gift, a simple act that can bring JOY to both the receiver and giver, we have an opportunity of
greater importance to impart a more lasting gift.

sica
t fo

What if you could give that gift to someone that
who woul dnét want to choose that gift! 2?1 ?2! The o
through the sacrifice Jesus made at the cross for every one of us. It can be difficult to share that gospel
message, even though we are all called to, with friends and family and although we might share, the de-
cision of acceptance really 1sndét up to us.

There is, however; another powerful gift we can give someo®dPRAYER Prayer is a gift in and of itself

that draws us into a closer relationship with God. What if we took the opportunity to pray over each and
everyone one of those physical gifts we give!! Have you ever done that? Speaking to myself here!!! | can
honestly say | dondt think | have intentionally
praying for the gift specifically but rather with the person in mind on the receiving end. What if we took

that gift and intentionally prayed specifics things for that person and maybe even took it a step further

and journaled those specific prayer requests. We could see how God is moving in their life (and ours)
maybe through those very prayers. Prayer is a powerful gift and the act has eternal impacts. There is op-
portunity to teach our Kkids, during a much comme
ered in prayer. Make it a family tradition and assign a gift/name to each family member and help them
create a list of things they could commit to praying for. The prayer could be for a period of time or as

long as necessary. If you have younger children keep the list simple but if your children are older chal-

|l enge them to think it through and be thoughttful
(decorating, shopping, busynesséetc.) but intent
ply correct focus on Christ and will benefit everyone (eternally).

I love Christmas; the sights, the smells, the feelings it evokes. Perhaps instead of it being something that
we take out when we 0O0set up Christmasdé and t hen
ers for those we gave gifts to will help keep the real feelings and purposes of Christmas with us much
longer.

| want to thank everyone at Country Faith Church for the love and support you continuously show our
family. | am blessed to work for, and alongside, wonderful people. It is an honor to serve in the chil-
drends mini st r yprayyow hotidayseaaon wilCoe filed with Joy, Peace, and Hope in
Christ.

Ephesians 1:18 o | pray that your hearts will be
dent hope he has giventothose hecalighi s holy people who are his ri
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Holiday Schedule

With the Christmas season here, our church schedul e
will need to be aware of. Please be sure to mark your calendars~ Have a blessed Christmas!

SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE:

December 3~Normal Sunday

(Sunday School @ 9:00am, Worship Service & Christmas Program Choir Practice @ 10:00am &
Jr. Church during sermontime)

December 10~Normal Sunday

(Sunday School @ 9:00am, Worship Service & Christmas Program Choir Practice @ 10:00am &
Jr. Church during sermontime)

December 17~Normal Sunday
(Sunday School @ 9:00am, Worship Service @ 10:00am & Jr. Church during serrione)
December 24~NO SUNDAY SCHOOL OR JR. CHURCH

Church starts at normal time, 10:00am but will be a shorter service for families to enjoy together.

(ONLY Nursery will beifyour chidinatneatly gee$ to tdey8 old oJr. €hurichpclassroom,
pl ease keep them with yoThankshl ease dondt send them to

December 31~ NO SUNDAY SCHOOL é

Church starts as normal (10:00am) and Jr. Church through grade 4 provided during sermon time.
January 7 ~Back to Normal Sunday Schedule.

(Sunday School @ 9:00am, Worship Service & Kids Worship for-& Graders @ 10:00am &
Jr. Church during sermontime)

Al so a couple dates to

Saturday, December 9th ~ Morning ~
Kidds Program Pr al2tiSpm.e at

Sunday, December 18 ~
During Morning Worship Service ~
Preschool, 5/K Nativity Performance

Afternoon~
1st6th Grade Christmas program at church, 4:38:30pm.

(Fellowship time afterwards~ please bring a plate of goodies to share...you can drop them off at the
kitchen before the program.)

December 25th~Merry Christmas!

December 31st~ Lift Night to join together to worship & pray in the new year from 67:30pm
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Lift Night

Sunday, December 31st from 67:30pm

We look forward to a time to thank, praise and worship
the Lord and to join our hearts together in prayer for the
coming new yeatr.

Child care will be provided for children up through
Kindergarten.

There will be a Family Celebration /
Dedication Service onSunday, February
18th during our worship service. Those
interested in having their child or children
dedicated, or have any questions, please
contact Pastor Larry, Pastor Brad, or
Nicky Ubert (Chil

Passover Seder

Save the date
Wednesday, March 28th
here at CFC
More details to come...
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Haiti Christmas Outreach

Dacia Olson is heading back to Haiti soon and is blessed to b
going while the They Deserve Better Ministry is doing their an
nual Christmas Outreach in PoHAu-Prince on Thursday, De-

cember 21st. Hereds a | ittl

il am | ooking forward t i a
involved with purchasing & distributing the toys to thes®

children.

| am asking for prayer support for the ministry as they pr
pare for this outreach & for safe travels for me.

If you feel led to donate to the Christmas outreach to help purchase toys, there will be a desic
ed box in the back of the sanctuary through Sunday, December 10th. Please make checks ps
to Country Faith Church.

N — o

,:f';“\\\'
If you have any further questions or W \
o know more you can talk to me at ‘“\
g church, phone, or text me (21867764) @-@"/ ,
%or Facebook me. L=

hank you for all your support.

Dacia Olson

Spring Care Groups
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