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ñArise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD rises 
upon you. See, darkness covers the earth and thick darkness is over the 
peoples, but the LORD rises upon you and his glory appears over 
you.ò (Is.60:1-2) 
 

As I write this, each day brings new allegations of abuse, harassment, and 

misconduct. From Hollywood, to the corporate world, to the political arena, 

people are stepping down, being fired, sued and arrested. I believe many (if 

not most) of these allegations are real. Stories of terrorists running over inno-

cent pedestrians, mass shootings, and suicide bombers seem to fill the head-

lines on a weekly basis. Ethnic cleansing and persecution are causing hun-

dreds of thousands of families (people like us) around the world to flee their 

homes with nothing more than what theyõre able to carry. We live in a bro-

ken world. A world Isaiah describes in the above verses as òcovered in dark-

nessó. A world that Jesus said would be filled with tribulation (John 16:33). 

Is there hope? Yes there is!  

Jesus also said in John 16 that we may have òpeace in Himó and to òbe of 

good cheer, for I have overcome the worldó. Beloved, what a privilege to 

know Jesus Christ, to have His peace within, to let Him rise in our hearts, 

and allow His glory to shine in our lives! He Loves this broken world and 

wants to rescue souls (people) out of darkness. I was once lost in the woods 

at night. I was tracking a deer in a large wooded area and lost my bearings. 

Not a good feeling for a boy raised in the Bronx! After some minutes of anxi-

ety and fear, I saw a distant yard light and got my bearings back. I knew 

where that homestead was, and I was drawn to that light. People all around 

us are spiritually wandering in darkness. Many are filled with fear, uncer-

tainty and anxiety. Inwardly, they are looking for a light. Jesus is the light 

that they need to see, and we who have received Him, are the ones that He 

has called to reflect His light.  

As we approach the new year, Becky and I are looking forward to òArising 

and Shiningó together as a church family. We appreciate all the love and 

support and feel extremely blessed to serve together with you at CFC. May 

this Christmas and coming New Year be filled with much joy and many 

blessings for you and your family! 
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Pastorõs Heart - Pastor Jim & Laura Binder  

I love the part of the Christmas story where the angels appear to the shepherds and declare the coming of 
the Christ child and then they top it all off with, òGlory to God in the highest and on earth, peace, good-

will to menó. (Luke 2:14) Imagine the shepherds amazement. Shepherds were the lowest of the low in 
that day. They were considered expendable people who didnõt have enough going for them to mingle 

with other people and they couldnõt even testify in a court of law because their thoughts were not consid-
ered of any value. That always amazed me since everyone knew that the greatest human king Israel ever 

had himself once been a shepherd. But that was the culture of that day, people looking down on one an-
other for whatever reason. Not only that but they were being ruled by a corrupt government, taxes and 
crime were up,  unemployment was high, war were always looming and religion was more and more 

òout of touchó in the common manõs mind. Does that sound familiar? It was a dark time to live and may 
people were asking why God (if He even existed) didnõt do something about it. 

HE DID!  

God sent His angels to proclaim the birth of His Son and when 

they showed up, the shepherds were terrified. I can imagine they 
may have thought, òNow what? What more bad news can this 
tired old world take?ó Instead they were told of òGlory to God in 

the highest and on earth, peace, goodwill towards menó! 

Peace? Good will? What is that? WHERE is it? Is this some kind 

of sick joke? Is God lying to us? In my somewhat warped imagination, I can picture these questions run-
ning through the shepherds minds.  

I also think these same questions run through peopleõs minds today when they hear the Christmas mes-
sage. 

Where is the peace and good will today? This was promised centuries ago and all we see in human histo-

ry since then is wars and carnage. Surely God exaggerated this stuff. 

If you know Jesus as your personal savior you know that the peace spoken of those many years ago is 

not a political peace. True peace is not the absence of conflict on the earth but the absence of sin in the 
heart. True peace is not ON the earth but IN the hearts of believers. It is peace with the Father when all 

our sins have been washed away by the blood of Jesus. God and the angels didnõt lie or exaggerate any-
thing! Itõs true and glory to God for it! And just like when the lowly shepherds ran to the people and re-
ported what they had witnessed, we too can share with others what WE have seen happen in our own 

hearts. Many may doubt us as Gods messengers, just like many doubted the shepherds but Peace WILL 
be on earth as long as Gods people are here with the peace and good will of God IN our hearts. 

Laura and I would like to wish you all a very Merry Christmas and we pray that peace, the true peace 
that only believers can know and experience will reign in your hearts in this season! And all year long! 
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Pastorõs Heart - Pastor Brad & Carrie Binder 

With each year that goes by my stack of holiday memories grows, and so does my appreciation 
for them.  When I was kid, I had little to no desire to sit down and thumb through a few photo al-

bums.  Now, I often swipe through the hundreds of pictures on my phone enjoying the memories of past 
holidays.  I have even noticed in some recent photos that I am slowing entering the metallic years of life: 

a little silver in the hair, a little gold in the teeth and a little lead in the rear.  I also canõt help but notice 
how different the holidays have become since I was a kid.     

I have fond memories of Christmas with all my grandparents.  I did not notice it as much then, 
but I can see now how much my grandparents enjoyed the Christmas season with their children and 
grandchildren.  I can still see twenty plus grandkids and their parents crammed and spread throughout 

the living room as my Grandpa Binder sat in his brown lazy boy with his reading glasses on reading the 
story of Jesusõ birth.  It is still hard for me to believe that we all sat quiet enough for us to hear him read 

it out loud, but we did.  I think it was because we all knew how important it was to Grandma Binder that 
we listen, and no one wanted to disappoint Grandma.   

Now that I think about it, I canõt remember one single gift I received at those Christmasõ at 
Grandma and Grandpa Binders.  But, I do remember my family, my cousins, playing outside in the 
snow and warming up afterwards, the smell of the house, laughing, listening to Grandpa read scripture, 

Grandmaõs hugs, the chaos of opening presents, and the long goodbyes.  I truly am blessed beyond 
words.     

I am not so foolish to believe that everyone has all good memories of Christmas as I have.  But, 
the lesson is still the same for all of us, whether we have good or bad memories.  We get a fresh crack at 

Christmas each year.  We have a chance to make it a Christ-centered season full of love and joy, or we 
can make it about the holiday chaos that culture has become seemingly comfortable with.  We can allow 
the poor memories dictate how we make future ones.  Maybe though, just maybe (probably certainly) 

God wants to use you to be that little (or big) ray of Jesus that will instill a memory that will be a con-
stant reminder of what Christmas is really all about...Jesus.  Get lost in the òexceedingly great joyó of the 

Lord this season.  Be intentional about making memories with family and friends because only God 
knows how those memories will shape someoneõs life.   

  

Matthew 2:9-11 

And behold, the star that they had seen when it rose went before them until it came to rest over 

where the child was.  When they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceedingly great joy.  And going into 

the house they saw the child with Mary and fell down and worshiped Him.               
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How many of us have participated in a White Elephant Christmas gift 
exchange, or something similar, where you can choose a gift from a 

pile (or take someone elseõs)? How do you choose which gift to take? 
Do you go for the biggest, the smallest, or the best wrapped? Do you 

try to figure it out by analyzing the look of the package, the feel or the 
noise it might make?  

This season Iõve been thinking about the physical present we might 
give someone. Often Iõm excited to buy a gift for someone and I know 
exactly what I want to give them, other times the act of shopping can 

be a chore or a burden for a variety of reasons. Although it can be wonderful to bless someone with a 
physical gift, a simple act that can bring JOY to both the receiver and giver, we have an opportunity of 

greater importance to impart a more lasting gift.  

What if you could give that gift to someone that truly never ends? Who wouldnõt want to do that and 

who wouldnõt want to choose that gift!?!?! The only gift that can last forever is a life that has eternal hope 
through the sacrifice Jesus made at the cross for every one of us. It can be difficult to share that gospel 
message, even though we are all called to, with friends and family and although we might share, the de-

cision of acceptance really isnõt up to us. 

There is, however; another powerful gift we can give someone ð PRAYER!  Prayer is a gift in and of itself 

that draws us into a closer relationship with God. What if we took the opportunity to pray over each and 
everyone one of those physical gifts we give!!  Have you ever done that? Speaking to myself here!!! I can 

honestly say I donõt think I have intentionally prayed over a gift I gave someone. Now I donõt mean 
praying for the gift specifically but rather with the person in mind on the receiving end. What if we took 

that gift and intentionally prayed specifics things for that person and maybe even took it a step further 
and journaled those specific prayer requests. We could see how God is moving in their life (and ours) 
maybe through those very prayers. Prayer is a powerful gift and the act has eternal impacts. There is op-

portunity to teach our kids, during a much commercialized season, the òreal valueó in giving a gift, cov-
ered in prayer. Make it a family tradition and assign a gift/name to each family member and help them 

create a list of things they could commit to praying for. The prayer could be for a period of time or as 
long as necessary. If you have younger children keep the list simple but if your children are older chal-

lenge them to think it through and be thoughtful.  Itõs easy to get caught up in the season of Christmas 
(decorating, shopping, busynesséetc.) but intentionally creating family traditions through it helps us ap-
ply correct focus on Christ and will benefit everyone (eternally).  

I love Christmas; the sights, the smells, the feelings it evokes. Perhaps instead of it being something that 
we take out when we òset up Christmasó and then put away when done, the continued intentional pray-

ers for those we gave gifts to will help keep the real feelings and purposes of Christmas with us much 
longer.  

I want to thank everyone at Country Faith Church for the love and support you continuously show our 
family. I am blessed to work for, and alongside, wonderful people. It is an honor to serve in the chil-
drenõs ministry program at CFC. I pray your holiday season will be filled with Joy, Peace, and Hope in 

Christ. 

Ephesians 1:18 ò I pray that your hearts will be flooded with light so that you can understand the confi-

dent hope he has given to those he calledñhis holy people who are his rich and glorious inheritance.ó 

A Note from Nicky Ubert - Childrenõs Minister 
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With the Christmas season here, our church schedule changes just a bitébelow are a few changes that everyone 
will need to be aware of.  Please be sure to mark your calendars~  Have a blessed Christmas! 

SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE:  

December 3~ Normal Sunday  

(Sunday School @ 9:00am, Worship Service & Christmas Program Choir Practice @ 10:00am &  
Jr. Church during sermon-time) 

December 10~ Normal Sunday 

(Sunday School @ 9:00am, Worship Service & Christmas Program Choir Practice @ 10:00am &  
Jr. Church during sermon-time) 

December 17~ Normal Sunday 

(Sunday School @ 9:00am, Worship Service @ 10:00am & Jr. Church during sermon-time) 

December 24~ NO SUNDAY SCHOOL OR JR. CHURCH  

Church starts at normal time, 10:00am but will be a shorter service for families to enjoy together.  

(ONLY Nursery will be provided after worshipéif your child normally goes to the 3-4 yr. old   Jr. Church classroom, 

please keep them with you~ please donõt send them to nursery. Thanks!) 

December 31 ~ NO SUNDAY SCHOOL é 

Church starts as normal (10:00am) and Jr. Church through grade 4 provided during sermon time.  

January 7 ~ Back to Normal Sunday Schedule. 

(Sunday School @ 9:00am, Worship Service & Kids Worship for 1-6 Graders @ 10:00am &  
Jr. Church during sermon-time) 

 

Also a couple dates to rememberé. 

Saturday, December 9th ~ Morning ~  

Kidõs Program Practice at church, 9:30-12:15pm. 
 

Sunday, December 10th ~  

During Morning Worship Service ~  
Preschool, 5/K Nativity Performance 

Afternoon~  
1st-6th Grade Christmas program at church, 4:30-5:30pm.  

(Fellowship time afterwards~ please bring a plate of goodies to share...you can drop them off at the  
kitchen before the program.) 

December 25th~ Merry Christmas!  

December 31st ~ Lift Night to join together to worship & pray in the new year from 6-7:30pm 

Holiday Schedule 
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There will be a Family Celebration /  

Dedication Service on Sunday,  February 

18th during our worship service. Those  

interested in having their child or children  

dedicated, or have any questions, please  

contact Pastor Larry, Pastor Brad, or 

Nicky Ubert (Childrenõs Minster). 

Family Celebration & Child Dedication Sunday  

Save the date:  

Wednesday, March 28th  

here at CFC 

More details to come... 

Passover Seder 

Sunday, December 31st from 6-7:30pm 

We look forward to a time to thank, praise and worship 

the Lord and to join our hearts together in prayer for the 

coming new year. 

Child care will be provided for children up through  

Kindergarten. 

Lift Night  
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Ϧ¢ƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ōǳƛƭŘ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǳǇΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀǎ ȅƻǳ ŀƭǎƻ 
ŀǊŜ ŘƻƛƴƎΦϦ - м ¢ƘŜǎǎŀƭƻƴƛŀƴǎ рΥмм 
Lƴ ŀ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘϥǎ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ ŦŀǎǘŜǊ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǝƳŜΣ Ƴŀƴȅ ŀǊŜ ƭŀŎƪƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ 
ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǎ ƛǎ ǾŜǊȅ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘΤ ǊŜŀƭ ǊŜƭŀǝƻƴǎƘƛǇǎΦ ²Ŝ ŦŜŜƭ ǘƘŀǘ 
ƳǳŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ bŜǿ ¢ŜǎǘŀƳŜƴǘ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ϦŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƭƛŦŜϦ ƛǎ ōŜǎǘ ŜȄǇŜǊƛπ
ŜƴŎŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ ǎƳŀƭƭΣ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀƭΣ ƎǊƻǳǇ ǎŜǩƴƎΦ 
!ƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǎǘǳŘȅƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ ²ƻǊŘΣ /ŀǊŜ DǊƻǳǇǎ ŀǊŜ ŀ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ŀƴŘ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ōǳƛƭŘ 
ƭŀǎǝƴƎ ǊŜƭŀǝƻƴǎƘƛǇǎΦ LǘΩǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǘƻ ǇǊŀȅ ŦƻǊ ŀƴŘ ŎŀǊŜ ŦƻǊ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƛƴ ŀ ǇǊŀŎǝŎŀƭ ǿŀȅΦ ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ /ŀǊŜ 
DǊƻǳǇǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŜŜǘ ƛƴ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ƭƻŎŀǝƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǝƳŜǎ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ŀƎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŀǎƻƴǎ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜΦ  

{ǇǊƛƴƎ /ŀǊŜ DǊƻǳǇǎ ŀǊŜ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜŘ ǘƻ Ǌǳƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŜƪ ƻŦ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅΣ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ уǘƘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅΣ 
aŀȅ нƴŘΦ [ƻƻƪ ŦƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ƻǳǘ ƛƴ WŀƴǳŀǊȅΦ  

Spring Care Groups 

Dacia Olson is heading back to Haiti soon and is blessed to be 

going while the They Deserve Better Ministry is doing their an-

nual Christmas Outreach in Port-Au-Prince on Thursday, De-

cember 21st. Hereõs a little note from Daciaé 

ñI am looking forward to being in Haiti at that time to be 
involved with purchasing & distributing the toys to the 
children. 

I am asking for prayer support for the ministry as they pre-
pare for this outreach & for safe travels for me. 

If you feel led to donate to the Christmas outreach to help purchase toys, there will be a designat-
ed box in the back of the sanctuary through Sunday, December 10th. Please make checks payable 
to Country Faith Church. 

If you have any further questions or want 
to know more you can talk to me at 
church, phone, or text me (218-766-7764) 
or Facebook me. 

Thank you for all your support. 

      Dacia Olson 

Haiti Christmas Outreach  




